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'35 Years of the Analecta Cartusiana
James Hogg

Today I do not intend to deliver an academic lecture, but merely to
indicate how the Analecta was bom and the difficulties one has had to face in
assuring its survival. In passing I hope to eliminate some of the legends in
circulation concerning my life.

I was born in Birmingham, England, on the 10™ of March 1931, and
therefore am not an American, which various publications assert. In fact, my
ancestors came from the Scottish Border. My father was an agnostic all his life,
my mother a pious Anglican, who was a tailor by profession before her marriage
to a passionate sportsman. Among others, she made suits for the later Lord
Laurence Olivier and Sir Cedric Hardwicke during their time as budding actors
at the Birmingham Repertory Theatre, where they were expected to provide their
own clothes for the réles they played. Many years later my mother still recalled
how difficult it was to obtain payment from the two gentlemen, who always
wished to have their new suits left at the theatre and they would send the money
later.

I was privately educated and then attended Solihull Grammar School and
the renowned King Edward VI Public School in Birmingham. After an unhappy
period of compulsory military service, during which 1 was unable to adapt
myself to the demands of my superiors, I began to study medieval history, and
already around 1950 I became fascinated by the history of the monastic orders.
Converted to Catholicism, after a difficult period I passed nine months at the
Benedictine Abbey of Prinknash in Gloucestershire, an Anglican community
converted to Catholicism in the early twentieth century, where I helped to
manufacture charcoal. The monks were not particularly occupied with studies,
and I moved on. Previously 1 cultivated close contacts with the Trappist
monastery at Nunraw, near Haddington in Scotland, a new foundation, which
unfortunately has failed to attract novices in the post-Vatican II period, and 1 had
a passing encounter with the Benedictines of Quarr Abbey on the Isle of Wight,
where the monks of the Solesmes Congregation were much more engaged in
academic work. '

However, I inscribed at the University of Fribourg in Switzerland in 1960,
where I began to work on a thesis on Carthusian history under Professor
Heinrich Schmidinger, one of the leading authorities on medieval ecclesiastical
history at the time. During the Easter vacation [ spent two months at the Trappist
monastery of Tamié€, high up in the mountains of Savoy, where I worked in the
garden, preparing the soil for the planting of the summer vegetables. Life in the
abbey was very austere and I rubbed the skin off my hands with the hard labour,
but even so I might well have tried my vocation there, if one of the monks had



