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PREFACE

As the authors of The Postmodern Bible end their chapter on rhetorical criticism,
they write, “The jury is still out, therefore, on just how successful and profitable
the application of rhetorical theory has become in the rebirth of rhetorical
criticism in biblical interpretation.”™ Part of their concern is the seemingly
uncritical adaptation of various rhetorical theories without the mterpreters’
awareness of their own rhetorical situation and aims and how these influence the
use of rhetorical theories.

We, the editors, share this concern, and the present volume is an attempt to
recapture what has been central to the study of rhetoric since at least the time of
Aristotle, namely, a focus on the means of persuasion in a discourse. Already in
1994, David Howard had noted a contrary tendency in rhetorical-critical
approaches in Old Testament studies, which tended to focus primarily on stylis-
tics, and he called for a return to a focus on the persuasive aims of a text? A
decade later, Robert Foster had come 1o a similar conclusion as he observed
rhetorical-critical studies of the prophets and the Psalms. This volume is a
product of our dissatisfaction with the prevailing state of affairs and a reflection
of our mutnal interest in Psalms study.

The scope of the essays has not been limited to a particular rhetorical
method,? and so readers will note a variety of approaches to the Psalms, from
discussions using classical rhetorical categories to use of modern cognitive
science. What ties these essays together is an interest in determining the persua-
sive aim of the psalms/psalmists. The essays in Part I of this volume address
either overarching methodologicai concerns or discuss topics of broad interest
(e.g. lament). Part IT consists of essays treating the rhetorical effect of one or
two individual psalms.

In his lead essay, Rolf Jacobson urges that “Rhetorical analysts of the Psalms
should pay atiention to their own rhetorical situations and aims and weigh those
when considering how to imagine the rhetorical situation of a psalm” (p. 18
[emphasis his]). Our hope is that all the essays here will stimulate further study
of the Psalms with rhetorical analysis as the basic approach. It seems to us that
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