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INTRODUCTION

The Second Vatican Council (1962-65) showcased a Church,

hopeful and vibrant, in its continuing service to the world. The
initiative of Pope John XXIII had borne fruit as reflected in the
Council’s proceedings and in its sixteen documents. In the
Council’s aftermath, one could ask if the Council was accorded
Reception by the universal Church and whether it had better
equipped the post-Conciliar Church in its mission to all men and
women. Had the vision given to the Fathers in the Council by
the Spirit continued to guide the Church? How far had the Council
enabled the Church to grow and respond to the demands of a
changing world? Forty years, though short in the total history of
the Church, is long enough for us to review the eﬁ'ects of Vatican
il both in the Church and in the world.

There can, .and will, be differing views as to the real meaning
and significance of the Council. But as an ecclesial event that
articulated a paradigm shift in the Church’s self-understanding,
Vatican II symbolized a conciliar event of lasting importance.
The Council provided a context for free and frank discussion
without prejudice to the authority of the hierarchical Church. It
also asked what more the Church needed to do to serve the world
in a new age? In fact, the Council foresaw the dramatic social
transformation that has been taking place in the present and past
millennia. :

it would be easy to spcak about the progressive and
conservative tendencies or thrusts in the Council. The media
would be at ease with such categories since these make good
newsprint! The reality is more complex. A council’s decisions
and statements are derived from several sources—the authentic
Catholic tradition of the past and the cumulative experience of
the present. It is in the fusion of both these horizons that a council
finds answers to questions and issues. Because the decrees of
Vatican II reflect the authentic tradition of the Church, they
constitute points of arrival; since they embody the council’s
agenda for future completion, they represent points of departure.
The more important aspect concerns the future.



