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Preface

To embark on a study that addresses the faith of the patristic or early
church from the perspective of the free (or believer’s) church is to discover
how high is the historical and theological wall that separates the two. Even
to say that free church and/or evangelical Christianity! has a heritage that
encompasses ancient Christian influences will surprise many who identify
themselves with this kind of Protestantism.” For such believers the ages of
the church which follow the apostles, but predate the Reformation, consti-
tute a kind of ecclesiastical “lost world,” shrouded in the mists of empty
ritualism, works righteousness, strange saints, and offering little relevance
for grasping a vital Christian faith. Nothing could be further from the
truth.

The problem is not merely that many Christians tend to view their

1. Free church Christianity is not synonymous with modern evangelicalism, although
a large nurmber of the religious affiliations within the free church legacy also identify them-
selves as “evangelical”

2, Most historians speak of the “free church” as that nonmagisterial part of the
Protestant Reformation which began as various (so-called) “Anabaptist” groups in the six-
teenth century, eventually becoming variegated into scores of self-sustaining movements
such as the Hutterites, Mennonites, Quakers, as well as those which stem from Pietist and
Puritan roots, such. as Baptists, Quakers, Congregationalists, Evangelical Free, Methodists,
and later, the Holiness and Restorationist movements: Nazarene, Disciples of Christ (or the
Christian Church), Brethren, Pentecostal, Church of God, Adventist, and of course, Inde-
pendent or Bible Churches.
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