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INTRODUCTION

TrrrA LOENEN*

1 INTRODUCTION

‘How should we deal with religious pluralism in contemporary Europe from a
human rights perspective and where should we draw the line, if any?” This was the
central question of an expert seminar held in 2006 at Utrecht University to
celebrate the inaugural address of Abdullahi An-Na'im, who occupied the G.J.
Wiarda Chair at the Law Faculty of Utrecht University for the academic year
2005-2006. His address, as well as the contributions to the seminar, is published
in this volume.!

Though religious pluralism in itself is anything but new in Europe, the influx
of large groups of non-Christians, especially Muslims, has profoundly changed
the terms of the debate on how to deal with it. This is all the more so since Islam
has been linked to the new forms of terrorism which confront the world today
and which are epitomised by the 9/11 attacks. On the one hand, the call for limit-
ing manifestations of religion in the public sphere seems to grow louder every
year. On the other hand, minority groups often claim better accommodation of
their religious beliefs and practices. The question how to approach such issues in
Europe from a human rights perspective is complicated and does notlend itself to
easy answers. The contributions to the seminar published in this volume show
this. They address a wide range of topics.

2 CITIZENSHIP: EUROPEAN MUSLIMS

The inaugural address by Abdullahi An-Na'im contributes to the discussion from
the perspective of citizenship. An-Na'im argues for the development of a notion of
global citizenship as the basis of universality of human rights. This idea of global

* Professor M.L.P. Loenen, professor of Gender and law at Utrecht University.

t The sequence of the contributions in this volume is not alphabetically by authox, but follows
the thematic structure of the seminar programme. Apart from the lectures by Abdullahi
An-Na’im and Shaheen Sardar Ali, the contributions consist both of introductory papers writ-
ten for the seminar and comimentaries on those papers.
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