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VI EOREWORD

Testament exegesis. He taught us in Warmond about the Bible and biblical spiritual-
ity and our friendship continued to inspire us even after his early death in 1968.

This English version of my thesis has come about because we enlisted the help of
Helen and Mervyn Richardson; Helen translated the Dutch text and Mervyn pro-
vided assistance in getting it stored on our computer. Working together with them has
brought us great pleasure.

There are some occasions where this English version differs from the text of my
original thesis. New insights led me to make some adjustments. Some additions were
possible and desirable as a result of recent publications. In particular this concerned
the position of the woman and the harem in the ancient Near East, which was kindly
brought to my attention by Professor Johannes de Moor, to whom I am very grareful.

It is with a great sense of gratitude that I wish to make mention of the warm inter-
est Judith and Robert Markus have taken in my study; they have, moreover, helped to
lighten the financial burden associated with this undertaking to a considerable digree.
I have also had financial support from the Wilcordia Foundation, which is gratefully
acknowledged.

When I said above that we had had great pleasure in preparing the English transla-
tion of my book the pronoun was intended to include my husband. During the entire
gestation period of my thesis he was indispensable in discussing matters with me and
the support he offered me was vital. He has been and is of crucial importance to the
work I have undertaken.
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Mc Marc Lk Luke
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(GENERAL
speaker(s)
A daughters of Jerusalem (chorus) E  female protagonist + beloved shepherd
B female protagonist F  guards
C  attendant G King Solomon
D beloved shepherd H  brothers of the female protagonist



