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VI ’ PREFACE

Annua Nuntia Lovaniensia, entitled: Encountering Transcendence: Con- -

tributions to a Theology of Christian Religious Experience’,

At this juncture, it is most fitting that we thank the many colleagues
and scholars who contributed to and participated in the LEST FV-
encounter, generously sharing with us their expertise and friendship. We
owe special thanks to our colleagues in the Research Department of Sys-
tematic Theology, professors Peter De Mey, Jacques Haers and Terrence
Merrigan, all members of the LEST steering commitiee, and their asso-
ciates and doctoral students. We especially want to express our gratitude
to all of the research associates, present and past, involved in the Research
Group Theology in a Postmodern Context: Johan Ardui, Julia Baudzej,
Annekatrien Depoorter, Frederiek Depoortere, dr. Hans Geybels, Tom
Jacobs, Joeri Schrijvers, en Lea Verstricht. A special word of thanks we
also direct to dr. Christophe Brabant, who very punctually assisted in the
administrative organisation of the conference. We also thank Michael
Funk Deckard, Rita Corstjens and Martijn Steegen for their invaluable
help in preparing the manuscript and the index. Finally, we would like to
thank the Faculty of Theology, K.U.Leuven, the Fund for Scientific
Research — Flanders (F.W.0.-V.) and the Research Fund of the K.U.Leu-
ven, for their financial support for the organisation of LEST IV and the
publication of its proceedings.

On November 2, 2005, at the occasion of the opening of the fifth Inter-
national LEST Conference entitled Godhead Here in Hiding: Incarnation
and the History of Human Suffering, chaired by our colleague Terrence
Merrigan, the proceedings of LEST IV is being presented to the acade-
mic, theological and philosophical community. In less than ten years,
LEST has gained a great deal of recognition in systematic theological
circles and has become a biannual meeting place for many theologians
from all over the world. It is both with gratitude and satisfaction that we
look back at this accomplishment, and at the same time prepared to con-
tinue the joint efforts of our department, together with many others, for
a new series of LEST conferences.

Lieven BOEVE
Yves DE MAESENEER
v Stijn VAN DEN BOSSCHE

3. L. BOBVE - H. GEYBELS — 8. VAN DEN BosscHE, Encountering Transcendence. Con-
tributions fo a Theology of Christian Religious Experience (Ammua Nuntia Lovaniensia,
53), Leuven, Peeters Press, 2003.
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INTRCDUCTION

This volume of proceedings of the fourth international Leuven Encoun-
ters in Systematic Theology (LEST IV), organised at the Faculty of The-
ology, K.U. Leuven on November 5-8, 2003, consists of two parts. In the
first part, the opening lecture and the other keynote lectures, including the
responses, are gathered. In the second part, we present a selection of the
condributions offered in the thematic seminars.

The first contribution of Part I is the opening lecture, held by the chair
of the conference, Lieven Boeve, professor of fundamental theology (K.U.
Leuven): Theology and the Interruption of Experience. Tying in with a
debate on faith and experience between two intemationally well-known
Flemish theologians, Edward Schillebeeckx and Antoon Vergote, he first
points at the modern presumptions of this debate. Subsequently, he pre-
sents a theology of experience conceived of as ‘interruption’, which goes
beyond this debate and its presuppositions. Although critical of its pre-
sumption of continuity between faith and context, Boeve maintains with
modern correlationist theology the critical-productive intrinsic relation
between tradition and context, challenging tradition towards recontextu-
alisation. Against the presumption of discontinuity between faith and cul-
ture of anti-modern positions, and beyond the continuity of modern cor-
relation theologies, he forges the category of interraption, holding together
continuity and discontinuity. Religious experience, then, is the experi-
ence of interruption, both of the context and tradition. In the last instance,
it is the interruption of God, to which Christian faith testifies — a faith,
which in its own turn is interrupted by it. Experiences of faith remain
very particular experiences bound to concrete histories and narratives, in
which God is not simply to be grasped, but rather, as in an interruptive
pause, halts our Christian narratives and throws them open to what is pro-
claimed in these narratives as the Kiilgdom of God, which is both antic-
ipated and promised in Jesus Christ.

The second text in these proceedings is by Richard Schaetfier, emeri-
tus professor of philosophy at Ruhr-Universitit (Bochum, Germany), enti-
tled Die religivse Uberlieferungsgemeinschaft als Schule der Erfahrung
(The Religious Community of Tradition as School of Experience). For
Schaeffler, traditions are necessary if individuals are to be enabled to
experience at all. At the same time, however, traditions and their institu-
tions prove themselves only insofar as they succeed in becoming schools
of experience. For religious experience presupposes a particular form of



