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vi , _ Preface

the wider context of Christian origins and development in the first and second

centuries. _
Both editors are glad to thank various people for their help in producing

these volumes. We are grateful to Hilary O’Shea, who brought the proposal-

before the Delegates of Oxford University Press, and to Lucy Qureshi, who
saw the volumes through from their acceptance by the Press until their
publication. Dorothy McCarthy, Enid Barker, Amanda Greenley, Samantha
Griffiths, and Jean van Altena each helped us to keep to a tight production
schedule and gave valuable advice on many points of detail. Particular thanks
are due to the anonymous reader who read a large typescript with great speed
and equal care, and offered a number of helpful and incisive suggestions.

QUP provided financial support for our conference, as did the British
Academy, the Zilkha Fund of Lincoln College, Oxford, and the Theology
Faculty of Oxford University. We are glad to acknowledge the assistance of
each. Adam Francisco provided indispensable help in running the conference
website, which allowed delegates to read papers in advance, and was of great
assistance throughout the planning and administration of the conference, as
were Mel Parrott and her colleagues at Lincoln College.

Most importantly, both editors were overwhelmed by the support and
interest shown by such a range of international experts in the study of the
New Testament and early Christianity, and we are grateful to all who have
allowed us to include their work in this publication. We hope that that these
volumes will become a standard reference work for many years to come, and
that they will provide a useful resource for future researchers in New Testa-
ment and Patristics.
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