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PREFACE

This book bears witness to the curtent vitality of Ezekiel studies, particularly as
evinced in the continuing work of the Seminar on Theological Perspectives on the
Book of Ezeliel, which meets at each SBL Annual Meeting, Corrine L. Patton and
Dexter E. Callender Jr. currently chair the seminar, which has continued to be a
place of innovation and discovery, lively scholarly interchange, and warm collegjal-
ity since it arose out of the Ezekiel Consultation of the SBL chaired by Katheryn
Pfisterer Darr from 1993 to 1995. The editors express their gratitude to the seminar
for entrusting them with the honor and responsibility of preparing this volume.

This focus of the volume, Fzekiel’s hierarchical thinking, almost forced itself
upon us. Even as the chosen topics of our seminar shifted in recent sessions from
creation, to priesthood, to land, a consistent, vocal concern has been Ezekiel’s
unusually pronounced hierarchical dimensions. Many contemporary readers experi-
ence these dimensions as oppressive, and some have suggested that Ezekiel no longer
be read {presumably as a canonical book, authoritative for religious communities).
The need is pressing, we realized through this repeat experience, to address the
meaning and import of Ezekiel’s hierarchical theology in a probing, wide-ranging,
and balanced manner. This is the challenge that the editors posed to those we invited
to contribute to this collection.

Twelve essayists and two respondents accepted the challenge of participating in
this project. The considerable diversity of backgrounds, stances, methods, and per-
spectives they represent means that. this volume has no single thesis or pointed
argument. What it offers, rather, is a powerful contemporary sampling of energetic,
skillful studies of Ezekiel that directly or indirecty illuminate the ancient and
modern meanings and implications of hierarchy in that difficult and engrossing
book of Scripture.

Many people provided us with assistance and support as we labored over sev-
eral years to produce this volume. Chris Matthews, series editor, provided solid
advice and feedback as we first conceived this collection and unstinting support as
we forged it into a book. Bob Buller, Editorial Director at the SBL, worked tirelessly
with us, shepherding the project through its multiple stages of production.

Stephen would like gratefully to acknowledge the support of his institution,
Virginia Theological Seminary, and especially the help during his recent sabbatical
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