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INTRODUCTION

David W. Johnson, $.J., who is being honored by this collection of essays,
has a remarkable range of interests. Those who know him can attest to the
breadth of his reading: from science fiction to mathematics to the complete
works of Barry Gifford. In languages, ancient and modern, his studies have
included Russian and Japanese, as well as several languages of the Near East.
His teaching and research interests encompass both Coptic and Syriac, and
the history of the Christian Near East. But Egypr has been the focal point of
his work, so when it was time to ask for written contributions and assemble a
collection of essays, it was fitting to make the “language, lirerarure, and social
context” of Christianity in Egypt the organizing principle.

'The essays that were produced in response to the invitation fall into two
broad groups: first, language and literature; and second, social context. With-
in these groups; a wide range of methods and approaches are used. 'The tools of
modern social science are sometimes in use, as is the application of literary
theory to Coptic literature. The same insights in information theory that pro-
duced compurer design clucidate the structure of the question in Coptic. Tra-
ditional methods of manuscripe study and translation are also brought to bear
on familiar texts to produce surprising new informacion. It is hoped that the
diversity represented in this collection of essays reflects in some small way
the tremendous intellectual curiosity and deep knowledge of, and respect
for, the achievements of past scholarship on the Christian Near East evidenced
in the life and works of the honoree.

Part One, “Language and Literature,” includes essays that highlight the
strengths of earlier research while providing crucial new Fipformation. Tito
Orlandi analyzes the Coptic History of the Church, isolating the author’s par-



