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Preface

They just don’t fit very neatly; they never did. Ever since it be-
came clear that the law-free mission to the {Glentiles would
create a church and not a synagogue, Jewish-Christianity has
been an uncomfortable reality with which to deal. The “Syna-
gogue” didn’t like it. The “Church Catholic” didn’t like it. And
modern scholarship, far less ready to accept the vagaries of a re-
ligion that resembles but cannot be made to fit known varieties
of religion, seems to like it even less. . . . Yet it is the very fact
that Jewish-Christianity occupies a middle ground between Ju-
daism and Christianity (as though there were such “normative”
religions in antiquity or today) that makes it the object of fasci-
nation to modern scholarship.!

This is as true today as when Burton L. Visotzky wrote it in 1989. The present
book is another fruit of this “object of fascination.” In 1995 the director of the
Caspari Center of Biblical and Jewish Studies in Jerusalem, Torkild Masvie, sug-
gested to me that time was ripe for a full history of Jewish Christianity, or rather,
as we soon agreed, a history of the Jewish believers in Jesus—the “they” rather
than the “it” in Visotzky’s quote.

In a moment of rashness that came with enthusiasm for the idea I agreed to
act as chief editor of such a project. Had T known the magnitude and the diffi-
culty of the subject, I would certainly have thought twice about undertaking the
task. In any case, it took quite some time before the initial idea had gestated so as
to be mature for birth. I soon realized that the organizational part was completely
beyond my capacity, and I was happy to be joined by my good and close colleague
Reidar Hvalvik, who has carried the main burden of organization, and also, and
increasingly as the work went along, acted as co-editor. Without his administra-
tive, organizational, and editorial talents, this project had never been realized.

I realized right from the beginning that this was a subjest beyond the compe-
tence of one scholar. We would have to be a team in order to handle the different

1Burton L. Visotzky, “Prolegomenon to the Study of Jewish-Christianities,” AJSR 14
(1989): 47.




