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PREFACE

n August 2002 some thirty scholars from Auwstralia, Ausuria, England,
Germany, the United States, and Switzerland gathered at the Benedictine
| monastery of Admont in Steiermark, Austria, for a four-day working
conference. The focus of the gathering was the place of Germany, and particularly
of Admont, in the monastic reform movements that swept across German-
speaking lands during the twelfth century. Participants took advantage each
afternocon of a unique opportunity to sit down with colleagues — historians, art
historians, palaeographers, and codicologists — in the monastery library with its
magnificent collection of twelfth-century manuscripts. The manuscripts were
what linked us, both as scholars to onc another, and as human beings to the
people whose lives and communities we seek to understand.

A twelfth-century monastery was an imagined community, which, to borrow
a concept from the work of contemporary sociologist Benedict Anderson, is a
community that comprises individuals, both near and distant, some of whom
may never meet face-to-face, who nevertheless share a sense of communal
identity.! Twelfth-century Admont was no exception: the medieval manuscripts
and documents that survive in the monastery’s library reflect clearly the spiritual,
intellectual, and social networks that enabled the community to survive and
to thrive. Monks collaborated with nuns across the boundaries of claustration,
both writing works of biblical exegesis and copying and decorating the books
that contained them. Nuns seeking clartity on points of biblical interpretation
corresponded with regionally important theologians. Abbots procured manuscripts
of the latest theological writings from sources as distant as Paris. Women used

¥ Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communites: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of
Nationalism (London: Verso, 1991).



