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Peace and War

CONTRIBUTIONS TO HISTORICAL PEACE RESEARCH

Historical Peace Research analyzes the prospects and limits for the realization of
peace in all its historical dimensions. It is orientated towards peace as a key value,
and considers the question if modern societies are able to achieve peace as its key
driving force and point of reference for scholarly work. This endeavor is not based
on any political commitment to a specific concept of peace. With regard to concep-
tional clarification, peace is basically defined as an effort for the institutional limita-
tion and reduction of the collective use of physical violence against human beings.
In the age of an emerging world society, with new hopes and at the same time new
threats for mankind, peace has become a universal matter of concern.

Peace as the limitation and reduction of collective violence and war as the orga-
nized use of collective violence are the poles between which the work of Histori-
cal Peace Research is situated. This approach secks to take up ideas from other
scientific disciplines, both in terms of methodology and in terms of research areas.
Historical Peace Research is particularly indebted to research objectives of social,
political and cultural history. Peace movements, peace efforts and peace processes
are part of its field of enquiry, but also the history of the military and the use of vio-
lence in wartime. Not least, it includes a refiection on the idea of a progress towards
a non-violent modernity, in terms of both an intellectual history and a history of
scientific concepts.

The series Peace and War. Contributions to Historical Peace Research is con-
nected to earlier publications of the Arbeitskreis Historische Friedensforschung
(Working Group for Historical Peace Research). It is designed to document the
proceedings of the academic conferences of the group, but is also open for mono-
graphic studies into the topics of Historical Peace Research.
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