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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

In an external sense, this collection of essays on metaphysics is the
direct result of the Second International Conference on Medieval
Philosophy, held at the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio Grande do Sul
(PUCRS), Porto Alegre/Brazil, 15-18 August 2006. The Conference itself
was not only an expression of the intensive research activities in the area of
medieval philosophy that characterize the Postgraduate Program of Studies
in Philosophy at the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio Grande do Sul,
but also, and even more importantly, a sign of the vitality of the academic
exchange between South American scholars (in this case mostly Brazilian)
and scholars from European universities and research institutes. To be sure,
for many scholars, exchange of this kind began when they completed all or
part of their docioral studies and dissertation writing in European soil. With
general and generous support of the Société Internationale pour 1 Etude de
la Philosophie Médiévale (STEPM) and other institutions, many efforts
have been made on both sides of the Atlantic to sustain, update, and
fertilize medieval-philosophical debates and research practices in Brazil
and other South American countries.

The organization of the Second International Conference on Medieval
Philosophy in Porto Alegre would not have been possible without the
financial support of the Coordenagiio de Aperfeicoamento de Pessoal de
Nivel Superior (CAPES) and of the Superior Administration of the
PUCRS. T am very thankful to both institutions. Shortly after the
Conference ended, the project of editing the conference proceedings was
evaluated, accepted, and strongly supported by Madame Jacqueline
Hamesse, Président of the Société Internationale pour 'Etude de la
Philosophie Médiévale, Président and éditrice-chef of the Fédération
Internationale des Instituts d’Etudes Médiévales (FIDEM). For her
constant and friendly encouragement, and for her scholarly support, I
would like to express my most sincere gratitude. I also would like to thank
Prof. Dr. Martin Tracey, from Benedictine University (Lisle, Tilinois,
USA), who undertook and fulfilled very expeditiously the task of
correcting and revising some of the English-language studies in this
collection. He helped very much to improve the final result.
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