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This volume is the result of an interdisciplinary and international collaboration
stretching over several years. The authors met twice (and, in some cases, three
times) in order to discuss the themes of the book and drafts of individual papers
together and then modified their essays in light of these discussions. The density of
the internal cross-references within the volume bear witness to these spirited and
stimulated discussions, which took place in a friendly Babel of French, German, and
English, with some Latin thrown in for good measure.
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Bem (Swilzerland), the Werner-Reimers-Stiftung (Bad Homburg, Germany), the
Max Planck Institute for European Legal History (Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany),
and the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science (Berlin, Germany).
Dr Josephine Fenger at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science prepared
the final manuscript with intelligence and care. We thank all most heartily for their
generosity, patience, and assistance.



