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Chapter 1

From Discord Rises Meaning
Resurrection Motifs in the Fourth Gospel

Harold W. Attridge

1. The Tensive Elements in John’s Gospel

On the subject of the resurrection, the Fourth Gospel is, as in so many
other areas, full of tensive elements. Most obviously. resurrection is, in a
fashion traditional within Judaism,! an event of the end times, when the
dead shall arise to either positive or negative judgment (5:28), but that end
time is already palpable (5:24). The resurrection is yet to come (11:24), but
is also present in and through Jesus here and now (11:25).

Ambiguity in what the gospel teaches about resurrection thus parallels a
significant element of tension in the treatment of the resurrection of Jesus
and, more specifically, the relationship between the cross, empty tomb, and
paschal appearances.? Much of the gospel focuses on the event of the

1 Ag argued strongly by N, T. Wright, The Resurrection of the Son of God (Christian
Origins and the Question of God 3; London: SPCK, 2003), Among the many reactions
sec especially Markus Bockmuehl, “Compleat History of the Resurrection: A Dialogue
with N.T. Wright,” JSNT 26 (2004): 489-504, and Robert H. Smith, “Wright Thinking on
the Resuirection?” Dialog: A Journal of Theology 43 (2004): 244-51. Wrighi downplays
the diversity in pre-Christian Jewish beliefs about the resurrection. For a similar
approach to the Jewish evidence, see Richard Bauckham, “Lifé, Death, and the Afterlife
in Second Temple Judaism,” in Life in the Face of Death: The Resurrection Message of
the New Testament (ed. Richard N. Longenecker; MacMaster New Testament Studies;
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998), 80-95. For an alternative perspective, see George W. E.
Nickelsburg, Resurrection, Immortality, and Eternal Life in Intertestamental Judaism
(HTS 26; Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press; London: Oxford University Press,
1972), and with more data from the Scrolls, John J. Collins, Seers, Sibyls and Sages in
Hellenistic-Roman Judaism (ISISup 54; Leiden: Brill, 1997). A critical point for
assessing the possibilities available to the Fourth Gospel is how to construe the Wisdom
of Solomon.

2 For an insightful essay dealing with the whole issue see Andrew T. Lincoln, “T am
the Resurrection and the Life’: The Resurrection Message of the Fourth Gospel,” in
Longenecker, ed., Life in the Face of Death, 122-44.



