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Foreword

Giuliana Gemelli

This book is the product of the Research Laboratory
of MISP. The idea of this research project was firstly
developed in an international seminar held in Bologna,
October 14-15 2004.

Other articles were commissioned to the authors dur-
ing the following months as a result of the debate during
the seminar. Most of the collaborators are part of the Fac-
ulty of the Misp during its second and third edition. The
students also collaborated with their working papers to
develop the research framework.

The editor wish to thank Deborah Bolognesi, Anto-
nella Cardellicchio and Paolo Palenzona who are part of
the MISP staff and research laboratory for their thought-
ful, dedicated and passionate collaboration in the resear-
ch activities as well as in the final edition of the book. The
editor would like to thank the Istituto Banco di Napoli —
Fondazione, the Fondazione Adriano Olivetd, the Fon-
dazione Cassa di Risparmio in Bologna and the Fonda-
zione Cassa dei Risparmi di Forli that generously suppor-
ted our initiative.

The book is divided in two parts. The first one devel-
ops a study of the vision values and role of philanthropy
in the framework of religious traditions, in a global per-
spective as well as from the historical point of view. The
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