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EDITOR’S PREFACE

The 32nd annual Battle Conference was held from 30 July to 3 August 2009 away

* from the venue that has been customary for four years in every five, becanse Pyke

House in Battle was closed. Instead, the conference returned to the University of
Wales Conference Centre at Gregynog, where the 2007 conference had been held so
successfully. Holding the conference away from Battle imposes extra admimistrative
tasks. This year they were despatched with efficiency and style by Charlotte Cart-
wright. Everyone who attended the conference, but especially the director, thanks
her warmly for everything that she did to make the conference run smoothly.

All but one of the papers read during the conference are printed here, and it
is hoped te include Julian Munby’s paper on the Domesday boroughs in volume
33. The Allen Brown Memorial Lecture, honouring the conference’s founder, was
detivered on the first evening by Professor Dominique Barthélemy of the Sorbonne.
The lecture is supported by the R. Allen Brown Memorial Trust, a registered charity,
which welcomed a large group of members of the Powysland Club and other local
historians to the event. As always, the conference was international in scope,
speakers and delegates travelling this year from four countries ocutside the UK and
representing nine nationalities. Further information about the Battle Conference can
be seen at www.battleconférence.com.

The cuting on Saturday I August concentrated on the remains of two great
monasteries of the Severn valley, Buildwas abbey and Wenlock priory. The visit
to Buildwas also took in the abbot’s lodgings, now in use as a social club, where
the steward was welcoming and the members tolerant. The party also visited two
smaller churches of the eleventh century: the little known St Giles, Barrow, and St
Eata, Atcham, notable among Anglo-Normanists for its connections with Orderic
Vitalis and his editor Marjorie Chibnail. The site visits were led by Carol Davidson
Cragoe and Chris Lewis. Lunch was taken at the George & Dragon, Much Wenlock,
which provided excellent hospitality, food, and drink on a rather wet day. Back at
Gregynog there was a display of new books by Boydell & Brewer, and a visit to the
private press, Gwasg Gregynog.

Caroline Palmer and her colleagues at Boydell & Brewer performed their annual
miracle of producing the volume quickly despite extreme provocation this year by a
dilatory editor with other things on his mind. Superstitious readers of prefaces will
note that this is the thirteenth volume of Arglo-Norman Studies in which snccessive
editors have thanked Caroline.

Chris Lewis



