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" A Documentary History
Christopber J. Kauffman, General Editor

American Catholic Identities is a nine-volume series that makes available to the general
reader, the student, and the scholar seminal documents in the history of American Ca-
tholicism. Subjects are wide-ranging and topically ordered within periods to encounter
the richly textured experiences of American Catholics from the earliest years to the
present day. The twenty-six editors of these volumes reveal a command of trends in
historiography since the publication of John Tracy Ellis’s three-volume work, Documents
of American Catholic History. Hence the American Catholic Identities series shows de-
velopments in our understanding of social history — the significance of gender, race,
regionalism, ethnicity, and spirituality, as well as Catholic thought and practice before
and since the Second Vatican Council.

The series elucidates myriad meanings offthe American Catholic experience by work-
ing with the marker of religious identity. It brings into relief the historical formations
of religious self-understandings of a wide variety of Catholics in a society characterized
by the principles of religious liberty, separation of church and state, religious pluralism,
and voluntarism.

American Catholic Identities is united by such dominant factors in American his-
tory as waves of immigration, nativism, anti-Catholicism, racism, sexism, and several
other social and ideological trends. Other aspects of unity are derived from American
Catholic history: styles of episcopal leadership, multiple and various types of Catholic
institutions, and the dynamic intellectual interaction between the United States and var-
ious national centers of Catholic thought. Woven into the themes of this documentary
history are the protean meanings of what constitutes being American and Catholic in
relation to the formations of religious identities.

Titles of books in the series are: {

Public Voices: Catholics in the American Context, Steven M. Avella and Elizabeth
McKeown

The Frontiers and Catholic Identities, Anne M. Butler, Michael E. Engh, $.J., and
Thomas W. Spalding, C.EX.

Creative Fideliry: American Catholic Intellectual Traditions, R. Scott Appleby, Pairicia
Byrne, C.8]., and William L. Poruier

Keeping Faith: European and Asian Catholic Immigrants, Jellrey M. Burns, Ellen Skerretr,
and Joseph M. White '

Prayer and Practice in the American Catholic Community, Joseph P. Chinnici, O.EM.,
and Angelyn Dries, OS.E

Gender Identities in American Catholicism, Paula Kane, James Kenneally, and Karen
Kennelly, C.5.].

“Stamped with the Image of God™: African-Americans as God’s Image in Black, Cyprian
Davis, O.5.B., and Jamie Phelps, O,

Presente! U.S. Latino Catholics from Colonial Origins to the Present, Timothy Matovina
and Gerald E. Poyo, in collaboration with Cecilia Gonzilez-Andrieu, Steven P.
Rodriguez, and Jaime R. Vidal

The Crossing of Two Roads: Being Catholic and Native in the United States, Marie Therese
Archambault, O.8.F, Mark G. Thiel, and Christopher Vecsey

A worlishop for the editors of these books was entirely funded by a generous grant
from the I.oui_sﬁlle Institute.
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