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- 530 RESUMES DES CONTRIBUTIONS

Agnes DesmazierEs, The ecclesiastical management of niystical phenomend under
Pius X1 : the Thérése Newmann affair, p. 481-493.

Religious psychology had a special dynamism in France under the aegis of
the Carmelite Bruno de Jésus-Marie, director of Carmelite Studies. The support

that the review received from Pius XI leads us to ponder the role the sovereign - .

pontiff may have played in the promotion of a catholic religious psychology,
centred on the study of mystical phenomena, In the dossier of the German mystic
Therese Neumann, a case which has been the subject of many discussions among
psychologists of religion, and notably by Carmelite Studies, it is possible to
discern three viable readings relating to the management of mystical
phenomena. The first perspective, of the history of the Church as an institution,
shows just how many participants were involved : the Holy Office, diocesan
authorities, the Episcopal Conference, the nuncio arid the leaders of religious
orders. From them it emerges that the dominant attitude among the different
participants was one of wait-and-see, leaving the field clear for scientific
discussions. Only the political argument — that of Nazi anti-catholicism -
temporarily persuaded Pius XI and the Curia to come out of their reserve. The
history of spirituality reveals a distancing in respect of an apologetic based on the
miracle, under the effect of a democratisation of the mystical and the
advancement of the laity in the view cof.the ecclesiastical hierarchy. In this
perspective, mystical phenomena are considered with mistrust. Finally, a look at
the history of knowledge reveals the contribution of several branches in the
debate, especially linguistics, history, medicine and psychology. The
ecclesiastical authorities show their preference for medicine. Religious
philosophy also benefits from this approach io miracles, which is more scientific
than theological.
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