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A\ . - Vorwort

Als Herausgeber des Novum Testamentum Patristicum (NTP) denken
wir hier auch an zwei Griinderviter dieses Projekts. Am 8, Aungust 2007 ist
Gerhard May im Alfer von 66 Jahren verstorben. Seine frith einsetzende
Krankheit hinderte ihn an der Verwirklichung vieler Pline, daranter auch
die FErstellung des NTP-Bandes zum Epheserbrief. Die Mitglieder der
NTP-Gruppe schitzten vor allem seine kommunikative, ruhige und freund-
liche Art, die er mit einem breitem Fachwissen verband. Keine neun Mo-
nate spiter, am 25. April 2008, ist auch Basil Studer OSB, kurz vor seinem
83. Geburtstag, verstorben. Er hat die patristische Welt und insbesondere
die Autoren des NTP durch seine profunden Kenntnisse bereichert. Trotz
seines nimmermiiden Arbeitseifers konnte er den NTP-Band zu den Johan-
nesbriefen nicht mehr vollenden. Die Herausgeber wie auch die Autoren
und Autorinnen des NTP werden beiden ein ehrendes und dankbares An-
denken bewahren.

Regensburg und Leuven im Oktober 2009

Tobias Nicklas, Andreas Merkt und Joseph Verheyden
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Passion and Martyrdom Traditions
in the Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles

ISTVAN CZACHESZ

Only few of the Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles contain an extended re-
port of the passion and resurrection of Jesus. Whereas the texts imply
knowledge of the death and resurrection of Jesus by the reader, most of
them provide only summaries of these traditions, or references to them -
apart from the passion narrative in the Gospel of the Acts of John.' In this
article I will argue that, notwithstanding the scarcity of reports about Je-
sus’ passion and resurrection in the Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles, these
books contain a wealth of relevant material that helps us in the study of
passion and resurrection traditions. 1 will particularly elaborate on the hy-
pothesis, suggested in a former publication,? that the passion and resutrec-
tion narratives as well as the martyrdom of the apostles (in the Apocryphal
Acts) derive from the same narrative tradition and should be regarded as
variants of the same basic story. (1) In the first part of the article, I will
describe a cognitive psychological model that provides the methodological
scenario against which we will interpret our sources. (2) In the second part
of my contribution, I will provide arguments for the hypothesis that the
passion and resurrection narratives about Jesus, on the one hand, and the
martyrdom natratives about the apostles, on the other hand, originate from
a common martyrdom script, rather than the martyrdom stories imitating
Jesus’ death and resurrection. (3) in the third part, I will briefly examine
the death of the martyrs in the Gospel of Mark and the major Apocryphal
Acts of the Apostles from the perspective of the proposed theory.

Y dets of John 87-105. For the interpretation of this section as a gospel, see I. Cza-
chesz, “The Gospel of Peter and the Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles: Using Cognitive
Science to Recenstruct Gospel Traditions,” in Das Evangelium nach Petrus (ed. T. Nick-
las and Th.J. Kraus; TU 158; Berlin and New York 2007), 245-261 at 245-247; id.,
Commission Navratives: A Comparative Study of the Canowmical and Apocryphal Acts
(Studies in Earty Christian Apocrypha; Leuven and Dudley 2007), 102-106; id., “The
Gospel of the Acts of John: Tts Relation to the Fourth Gospel,” in Legacy of John: Second
Century Reception of the Fourth Gospel (ed. T. Rasimus; Leiden and Boston 2009), in
press,

1 Czachesz, “Gospel of Peter,” (n. 1) 261.



