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The missional church conversation continues to grow in importance in
providing for many a fresh way into rethinking what it means to be church
in our rapidly changing context. This Missional Church Series by the
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. is designed to contribute original re-
search to this critical conversation. This series will make available
contributive monographs as well as edited volumes produced from spe-
cially designed consultations.
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Preface

The missional church conversation continues to make a vital contribution
to thinking about congregations and their contexts. This conversation is
now in its second decade, and new insights are continuing to emerge. A
primary issue that the church confronts in our context today — in the
midst of the emerging postmodern context — is the need to re-examine
and re-envision what it means to be church. It is the issue that the
missional church conversation keeps inviting us to address.

" This conversation had its primary beginning with the work of
missiologist Lesslie Newbigin and the publications that came from him
during the decades of the 1970s through the 1990s. His focus was on the re-
lationship of gospel and culture, and the particular context that he sought
to address was the late-modern culture he experienced in England when
he returned in his retirement from global mission and ecumenical work in
the 1970s. Newbigin helped to develop a particular Gospel and Culture
programme in England in the 1980s, and that soon found its counterpart
in the United States, where it became known as the Gospel and Our Cul-
ture Network {GOCN).

What is proving to be a seminal publication, The Missional Church: A
Vision for the Sending of the Church in North America (1998), was written
by six missiologists of the GOCN in the United States. The “missional
church” conversation has now spread into many venues and has provided
language that is being picked up by numerous denominations and faith
traditions. It is clear, however, that the use of the word “missional” often
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