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His Beatitude Patriarch Daniel Ciobotea added to our Academy’s large

debt to him as host of our Colloquium, with a strong and lucid account of

the promotion of the Word of God in Rumania by the use of modern
media. He pointed to the very large use of television and various forms
of electronic communication among the younger generation, just in the
years when they are very impressionable. He also pointed out that the
Church lives by the Word of God, that is, at its most profound point by
Jesus Christ himself, mediated to us in the Church’s sacramental life and
the reading of the Scriptures. But the Church has in the past adopted and
used new means of communication, and he cites the invention of printed
books, the earliest of which was a Bible. This is a good point, and 1
would add that as early as apostolic times Christian literature was being
published in codices (books with pages), instead of the scrolls which
were at that time the norfn for literature both religious and secular: that
was one media revolution where the Church led and the world followed.
Most of the Patriarch’s chapter is a detailed account of the way the
Church under his leadership has grasped the opportunities, through
television, radio, and daily and periodical newspapers and magazines.
We can admire this, and also learn from it. The Word of God is a
communication from God to Man. The task of priests and theologians is
not merely toanalyse, understand and verify that word.as our academic
duty, but to see that it is effectively communicated to the heart of
mankind, to which our Lord has directed it.
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