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Introduction

Emiel Lamberts

“Nous sommes des internationaux noirs! Nous sommes des révoltés!”
This cry could be read in the Correspondance de Genéve, an international
Catholic publication, on 30 November 1871. It suggested that there were
“black, Catholic internationalists”, to be distinguished from the “red, so¢ia-
list internationalists”.' Conservative opinion in Europe considered the lat-
ter responsible for the Commune uprising in Paris some months before.
The phrase, “Nous sommes des révoltés” made clear that the “black
internationalists” had also turned against the existing order and were also
striving for radical change. Another striking similarity is that both the
“blacl” and the “red” internationals appealed to the masses in the hope of
realising their ideal societies. Moreover, both movements were opposed to
aggressive nationalism which became a dominant factor in European poli-
tics after the Franco-Prussian War (1870). Both the “black” and the “red”
internationalists assumed a militant, rebellious stance and they gave a signi-
ficant stimulus to two movements that would exercise considerable
influence on Western European politics in the 20th century: sociafism and
socio-political Catholicism, which would later develop into Christian
Democracy.

There is already an extensive scholarly literature on the history of the
Socialist International. Such is not the case however for the Black
International about which little was known until recently. Bismarck and the
press he inspired repeatedly referred to the existence of a Catholic Black
International, but such remarks were dismissed as propaganda.” Catholics
and Church leaders denounced them as an absurd phantasm. Most of them
could do so with a clear conscience, as they were not aware of the exis-
tence of this Black International which operated in secret. It came into
being after the capture of Rome by Italian troops (20 September 1870). It
mobilised, together with the Vatican, the Catholic masses in order to pro-

. tect the Pope’s claims to the Patrimonium Petri and the legal position of the

Holy See. At the same time — for the defence of social order — it dedica-
ted itself to the restoration of the social influence of the Church.

.
f 'The concept of the “Black International” was put forward by Bismarck’s entourage in order
to denounce milicant Catholicism and was adopted as an honorary title by the group stu-
died here.
2 Goyau, Bismarck et FEglise, il, 114; Becker, “ll ruclo di Bismarck”, 80-83; Bled, “Les cor-
respondants frangais”; Brown, “Catholic-Legitimist Militancy™, 237.



