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PREFACE

The editors of the volume are very grateful to the British Academy for
the award of a small research grant which made it possible to bring the
contributors together from Belgium, Germany, the Netherlands, the USA
and the UK. The three lively days of constructive and productive discus-
sion have meant that the volume is richer and more coherent. Besides
the authors, the other participants at the workshop in Newcastle were
Ulla Bucarey, Mary Fischer, Stephen Mossman, Rianne Mus, Friedel Helga
Roolfs, and Timothy McFarland to whose memory this volume is dedi-
cated; he not only put Dorothea of Montau on the map of mysticism but
throughout the process was a lively partner for all our discussions. Thanks
go also to the Faculty’s “Medieval and Early Modern Studies Group” and to
the School of Modern Languages at Newcastle University for enabling the
group to be inspired by a trip through ecclesiastical Northumbria.

We regard the translations as a distinctive feature of this volume. The
early ones were done by Laura Ball, the later by Anne Simon. For help and
consultation with the various translation tasks involved, we are indebted
to Friedel Helga Roolfs, Frauke Thees and Gabriele Wright; for critical
reading to Rabia Gregory, Jeffrey F. Hamburger, Silvia Ranawake, Ann
Marie Rasmussen, Annette Volfing and especially to Nigel F. Palmer and
Stephen Mossman whose profound knowledge of the religious landscape
of late medieval Germany provided a constant point of reference. For the
dialect map, we received help from Robert Peters, who further defined
the Low German dialects, and Sheila Watts, who clarified the English ter-
minology. The copy-editing was done by Suzanne Dorf Hall and Rhonda
Kronyk with the help of Jenny Lemke, Aletta Rochau and Almut Sichler.

Special thanks go to Brill: to Julian Deahl for his initial reaction to the
presentation given at Leeds in 2008 which set the whole project in motion,
to Christopher M. Bellitto as editor of the series, to the typesetters and
cartographers, who dealt with the demands of charting the ever chang-
ing region of northern Germany, and to Ivo Romein and Karen Cullen for
their sustained interest and good humour during the production process.

Elizabeth Andersen, Henrike Lihnemann and Anne Simon
Newcastle upon Tyne, Easter 2013



