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PREFACE

merican Catholics in the Public Square was a three-year project

(2000--2002) supported by a grant from The Pew Charitable Trusts. It
was part of a Pew-funded family of studies aimed at understanding the con-
tributions to U.S. civic life of the Catholic, Jewish, mainline and evangelical
Protestant, African-American, Latino, and Musim communities in the
United States.

The Catholic study was undertaken jointly by the Commonweal
Foundation, which publishes Commonweal magazine, and The Faith and
Reason Institute, a conservative think tank in Washington. The two part-
nets in this enterprise conducted much of it in parallel but separate tracks
addressing various aspects of Catholic social thought, of the church’s insti-
tutional activities, and of individual Catholics’ presence in politics and civil
soctety. The Latino project was erganized independently and includes both
Catholic and evangelical partners. The two volumes in this series gather se-
lected essays from the Commonweal Colloguia and the joint meetings or-
ganized by the Commoenweal Foundation and The Faith and Reason Insti-
tute. The publications of The Faith and Reason Institute are available from
its Washington office.

American Catholics in the Public Square was designed to examine and
explore Catholic participation in the nation’s civic life. Its four major goals
were:

1. To ideatify the distinctive elements in Catholicism’s approach to
civic life; to explore the strengths and weaknesses of this tradition in
the American context; to discover how (and how successfully) this
tradition is being transmitted; vo identfy obstacles within the
Catholic church itself and the Catholic community to a more robust
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